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WKH�ELNH�VKRXOG�EH�VR�RYHUO\�HQJLQHHUHG�WKDW�LW�KDV�QR�
FKDQFH�RI�IDLOXUH��%0:�REYLRXVO\�FKDQJHG�WKH�IRUN�D[OH�DUHD�
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LPPHGLDWHO\�LVVXH�D�UHFDOO�LV�XQWKLQNDEOH�DQG�GRZQULJKW�
FULPLQDO��,I�\RXU�LQFLGHQW�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�RI�LW
V�NLQG��,�ZRXOG�
JLYH�WKHP�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�WKH�GRXEW��EXW�IURP�OLQNV�DQG�
UHDGLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZHE�WKLV�KDV�KDSSHQHG�TXLWH�D�IHZ�WLPHV�
WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG��PDQ\�SUREDEO\�JR�XQUHSRUWHG�GXH�
WR�GHDWK�RU�LJQRUDQFH�DV�WR�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG���
,�ZRQGHU�KRZ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FDVHV�%0:�VHWWOHG�WR�
NHHS�WKHP�IURP�JRLQJ�WR�FRXUW��,�ZRXOG�JHW�D�ODZ\HU�QRZ�
DQG�JHW�WKH�ELNH�LQ�\RXU�SRVVHVVLRQ�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�
7KHUH�DUH�D�PLOOLRQ�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDQ�JR�ZURQJ�ZKLOH�ULGLQJ�D�
ELNH��7KH�IURQW�ZKHHO�IO\LQJ�RII�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�RQH�RI�WKHP��,�
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UH�DOLYH�DQG�SUD\�IRU�\RXU�VSHHG\�UHFRYHU\��
$Q\�PDQXIDFWXUHU�FDQ�PDNH�D�PLVWDNH��%XW�IRU�WKHP�WR�VWLFN�
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VHHPV�QRW�WR�DV�ZLGHO\�KHOG�RU�DV�REYLRXV�DV�,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
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YH�UHDOO\�VWUXJJOHG�WR�JHW�P\�KHDG�DURXQG�WKLV��LW�
VHHPV�WR�PDNH�QR�VHQVH�DW�DOO��
,I�HYHU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�PRWRUF\FOH�FUDVK�ZKHUH�YLFWLP�EODPLQJ�ZDV�D�
FRPSOHWHO\�LQDSSURSULDWH�UHVSRQVH�LQ�DQ\�DQG�HYHU\�ZD\��WKLV�
ZRXOG�EH�VHHP�WR�PH�WR�EH�LW��$QG�LI�HYHU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�
ZKHUH�OHWWLQJ�D�ODUJH�FRUSRUDWH�VOLGH�RXW�RI�DQ\�NLQG�RI�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�D�SURGXFW�OLDELOLW\�LVVXH�ZDV�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�WR�GR��
WKLV�ZRXOG�DOVR�VHHP�WR�PH�QRW�WR�EH�LW�
,�ILQG�P\VHOI�DOPRVW�DV�H[DVSHUDWHG�E\�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�
ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�YDULRXV�IRUXPV�DV�,�VXUHO\�ZRXOG�EH�LI�LW�KDG�
KDSSHQHG�WR�PH�DQG�,�KDG�OLYHG�WR�WHOO�WKH�WDLO�
7KLV�LVVXH�DIIHFWV�DOO�RI�XV�DQ\ZD\��ZKDWHYHU�ZH�ULGH��7KH�FXOWXUH�
WKDW�DOORZV�%0:�WR�ORRN�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\�RYHU�HDUO\�)���*6�IRUN�
FDVWLQJV��RU�+RQGD�WR�DSSDUHQWO\�ORRN�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\�RYHU�WKH�
67�����DQG�LWV�YHU\�RFFDVLRQDO�OHWKDO�WDQN�VODSSHUV��FRXOG�EH�
DIIHFWLQJ�RXU�RZQ�ULGHV�ULJKW�QRZ�LI�WKH�LQGXVWU\�FXOWXUH�FRQWLQXHV�
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IURP�UHGEDURQHVV��DQG�WR�ZDWFK�RXW�IRU�WKH�IRUNV�
,
YH�DWWDFKHG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�P\�ELNH�WKDW�,�WRRN�ODVW�QLJKW�RQ�WKH�VLGH�
RI�WKH�JUDYHO�URDG�WR�.DQDQDVNLV�������LQ�$OEHUWD��,�KDG�D�ELW�RI�D�
ZREEOH��PRUH�RQ�WKDW�ODWHU��ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�JUDYHO�RQ�WKH�VRIW�
VKRXOGHU��LQWR�WKH�GLWFK�KRSLQJ�DQG�SUD\LQJ�,
G�ULGH�WKLV�RQH�RXW�
ZKHQ�,�KLW�D�EXPS�DQG�ODXQFKHG�HQG�RYHU�HQG��7KH�PRWRU�ZDV�VWLOO�
UXQQLQJ�VR�KLJK�KRSHV�RI�JHWWLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�EDFN�RQ�WKH�ELNH�XQWLO�
,�VDZ�WKH�IRUN�DQG�UHDOL]HG�,
G�EH�WKHUH�D�ZKLOH��$OO�WKUHH�FDVHV�
EURNH�RSHQ�VR�VWXII�ZDV�HYHU\ZKHUH�H[FHSW�WKH�IRRG�DQG�ILUVW�DLG�
NLW�ZKLFK�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�XQGHU�WKH�ELNH��*R�ILJXUH��6R�,�ULJKWHG�WKH�
ELNH�DQG�WRRN�D�KDQGIXOO�RI�7\OHQRO��,�ZDONHG�EDFN�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�
JLDQW�JXOO\�WKDW�ODXQFKHG�PH�LQ�WKH�DLU��EXW�DOO�,�FRXOG�ILQG�ZDV�D�
VPDOOLVK�EXPS�
,W�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�JHW�GDUN�VR�DIWHU�DQ�KRXU�RI�WU\LQJ�WKH�SKRQH�DQG�
UDGLR�ZLWK�QR�OXFN��WKRXJKW�,
G�WU\�VWUDSSLQJ�WKH�IRUN�EDFN�WRJHWKHU��
,�GLGQ
W�UHDOO\�WKLQN�,
G�HYHQ�PDNH�LW�RXW�RI�WKH�GLWFK�VLQFH�P\�ULJKW�
VKRXOGHU�ZDV�FRPSOHHWO\�GLVORFDWHG��EXW�WKH�RWKHU�RSWLRQ�ZDV�SLWFK�
D�WHQW�DQG�ZDLW��7KDW
V�ZKHQ�D�QLFH�FRXSOH�VWRSSHG�DQG�WRRN�PH�
DQG�P\�VWXII���NP�WR�WKH�QHDUHVW�WRZQ�DQG�KRVSLWDO�LQ�%ODLUPRUH��
$%�
6RUU\��,�GRQW�ZDQW�WR�KLMDFN�WKLV�WKUHDG�EXW�,�ILJXUH�,�VKRXOG�DGG�WR�
�L
P�WKLQNLQJ�,
P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�GR�D�ULGH�UHSRUW�RQ�WKLV�RQH�
6R�DERXW�WKH�ZREEOH��,
YH�DFWXDOO\�KDG�D�ZLHUG�ZREEOH��WDQN�
VODSSHU��VLQFH�,�ERXJKW�WKLV�ELNH�DW������PLOHV��LW�GLGQ
W�KDSHQ�
RIWHQ�VLQFH�LW�RQO\�KDSSHQG�ZKHQ�,�GHFHOUDWHG�WKURXJK����PSK�DQG�
OHWWLQJ�JR�RI�WKH�EDUV��7KH�VWHHULQJ�KHDG�EHDULQJ�ZDV�SUHWW\�QRWFK\�
E\�DERXW��N�VR�,�WKRXJKW�WKH�ZREEOH�MXVW�KDG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�
LW�JRLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�QRWFK�DQG�WKH�UHDOO\�ORQJ�VSULQJ\�IRUNV��,�
FKDQJHG�WKH�VWHHULQJ�KHDG�EHDULQJ�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�DJR�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
IRU�WKLV�WULS��DQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ZREEOH�JRLQJ�DZD\�,�WKRXJKW�LW�
ZDV�ZRUVH��%XW�QHYHUPLQG�,
P�JRLQJ�
'XUULQJ�WKH�WULS�,�WKRXJKW�,�VWDUWHG�IHHOLQJ�WKH�ZREEOH�RQ�
DFFHOHUDWLRQ�DQG�FUXLVLQJ�EHWZHHQ����DQG����ZLWK�P\�KDQGV�RQ�WKH�
EDUV��EXW�,�NHSW�WHOOLQJ�P\VHOI�,WV�ILQH��SUREDEO\�ZKHHO�EDOODQFH�RU�
VRPWKLQJ��,
OO�MXVW�KDYH�WKH�ZKHHO�ORRNHG�DW�LQ�&DOJDU\��,W�ZRUULHG�
PH�HQRXJK�WR�PHQWLRQ�LW�WR�HYHU\�ELNHU�,�WDONHG�WR�RQ�WKH�URDG��EXW�
DSSDUHQWO\�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�VWRS�ULGLQJ��7KHUH�ZDV�HYHQ�D�SRLQW�D�IHZ�
PLOHV�EHIRUH�WKH�FUDVK�WKDW�,�JRW�D�ZREEOH�EDG�HQRXJK�WR�VHQG�PH�
LQWR�DQRWKHU�WUDFN�EXW�,�VWD\HG�XSULJKW�DQG�P\�XQGHUZHDU�ZDV�VWLOO�
FOHDQ��EHVLGHV�LI�,�NHSW�LW�DERYH���PSK�HYHU\WKLJQ�ZDV�ILQH��0\�
EHWWHU�MXGJHPHQW�QHYHU�NLFNHG�LQ��,�VKRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�EHWWHU�
:KDW
V�LQWHUHVWLQJ��LV�ZKHQ�,�FDOOHG�LQVXUDQFH�WRGD\�,�WDONHG�WR�D�
ODG\�WKDW�VDLG�VKH�KDG�MXVW�GHDOW�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�RQH�RI�WKHVH�XS�LQ�
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5HGEDURQHVV��,�KRSH�\RX
UH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�IHHO�EHWWHU�QRZ��7LPH�IRU�PH�
WR�JR�WDNH�VRPH�PRUH�LEXSURIHQ�DQG�WU\�WR�ILJXUH�RXW�KRZ�,
P�
JHWWLQJ�KRPH�

$WWDFKHG�,PDJHV
�

/DVW�HGLWHG�E\�VJN���������������DW�������30�
�%ODPH�0DGG%ULW��
�������������������$0 ������

7ROOVWHU
-DPPHU�-D\
�

�
-RLQHG��$XJ�����
/RFDWLRQ��3HQQV\OWXFN\
2GGRPHWHU�������

4XRWH�
2ULJLQDOO\�3RVWHG�E\�1&-
$Q\ERG\�RXW�WKHUH�ZLWK�IRXQGU\�H[SHULHQFH�VHH�ZKDW
ORRNV�OLNH�K\GURJHQ�SRURVLW\��WKRVH�OLWWOH�EXEEOHG�VSRWV�
DQG�XQXVXDOO\�ODUJH�JUDLQ�VL]H�LQ�WKH�FDVWLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH
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,�ZRXOG�KDYH�VRPHRQH�GR�DQ�[UD\�RU�DQ�XOWUDVRXQG�RQ�WKH�SDUW��,W�
DSSHDU�WR�EH�PHWDOOXUJLFDO�LQ�QDWXUH��<RX�DUH�FRUUHFW�LQ�\RX�LQLWDO�
DVVHVVPHQW�RI�SRURVLW\�GXULQJ�WKH�FDVWLQJ�SURFHVV��'HIILQDWHO\�KDYH�
DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ODE�ORRN�DW�LW��
,�SHUIRUP�QRQ�GHVWUXFWLYH�WHVWLQJ�LQ�QXNHV�DQG�DP�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�
IRUPLQJ�SURFHVV�DQG�WKH�PHDQV�RI�GHWHFWLRQ��,I�WKH\�KDG�D�UXQ�RI�
GLUW\�PHWDO��,�FDQ�DVVXUH�\RX�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHUV�RXW�WKHUH�ZDLWLQJ�WKH�
VDPH�IDWH�
<RX�PD\�ILQG�D�ORFDO�FROOHJH�RU�ZHOGLQJ�LQVSHFWLRQ�ODE�LQ�\RXU�DUHD�
WKDW�ZLOO�EH�JODG�WR�KHOS�\RX�IRU�D�VPDOO�IHH��,�DP�VXUH�WKH�%0:�
ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�\RXU�ILQG�DQG�ZRXOG�PRUH�WKDQ�OLNHO\�
ZLWK�D�JRRG�FRQVHORU�RQ�\RXU�VLGH��SRWHWLDOO\�VHWWOH�RXW�RI�FRXUW�WR�
NHHS�\RX�TXLHW�LI�LQGHHG�LW�LV�SURYHQ�WR�EH�D�GHIHFW�
,I�\RX�KDYH�D�FKRLFH��JHW�WKH�[UD\��,WV�57�LQ�ODE�WDON��DV�\RX�ZLOO�
WKHQ�KDYH�WKH�QHJLWLYHV�IRU�\RXU�FDVH��7KH\�ZLOO�W\SLFDOO\�KDYH�D�
/HYHO�,,,�57�LQVSHFWRU�LQ�KRXVH��DQG�KH�FDQ�UHYLHZ�WKH�ILOP�DQG�
ZULWH�XS�D�UHSRUW�RQ�KLV�ILQGLQJV��RU�\RX�FDQ�KDYH�LW�PHWDOOXUJDOO\�
LQVSHFWHG��WKDW�ZLOO�WDNH�PRUH�WLPH�DV�LWV�W\SLFDOO\�GRQH�XQGHU�KLJK�
PDJQDILFDWLRQ��DQG�YDULXRV�KDUGQHVV�DQG�FRPSRVLWLQDO�WHVWLQJ��
:LWK�WKH�ILOP�LI�\RX�VHH�VPDOO�OLJKW�VSRWV�RQ�WKH�ILOP�LWV�SRURVLW\��
7KLV�QHJLWLYH�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�D�UHFRUG��ZKHUHDV�WKH�XOWUD�VRXQG�ZLOO�
KDYH�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�ZULWWHQ�UHSRUW��5HJXDUGOHVV��WKH�PRUH�RI�WKH�
ERWWRP�OHJ�\RX�FDQ�JHW�LQVSHFWHG�WKH�EHWWHU��
<RX�PD\�KDYH�WR�GR�VRPH�KRPH�ZRUN�DV�WKHLU�LV�W\SLFDOO\�D�FRGH�
IRU�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�,�DP�QRW�VXUH�ZKDW�WKH\�LQVSHFWHG�LW�WRR��,W�
ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�VR�PDQ\�SRURVLW\�KROHV�LQ�GLDPHWHU�RYHU�D�JLYHQ�
DUHD��VHSDUDWHG�E\�QRW�PRUH�WKDQ�"""��7\SLFDOO\��LQ�WKH�QXNHV��DQ\�
SRURVLW\�LV�D�UHMHFWDEOH�LQGLFDWLRQ�DV�LW�FDQ�SRVVLEO\�PDVN�PRUH�
LQGLFDWLRQV�XQGHUQHDWK�ZKDW�\RX�VHH�
*HW�ZHOO�VRRQ�DQG�NHHS�XV�XS�RQ�\RXU�SOLJKW�
+HUH�LV�D�OLQN�WR�D�ODE�LQ�\RXU�DUHD��([SODLQ�\RXU�LVVXH�ZLWK�WKHP�
DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�KHOS��7HOO�WKHP�7ROOLH�IURP�WKH�6KDURQ�+LOO�3$�RIILFH�
VHQW�\RX��
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I've finally had a chance to read the whole thread. To quote someone else 
"Holly crap". Had I read this before my trip I would have taken things much 
more seriously, and I would suggest anyone with an 03 Dakar to do the same. 
I'm also kinda mad, and still stuck in Canada, trying to deal with insurance!

I got the bike recovered from the back country, and The guys at the wrecking 
yard asked "isn't that thing supposed to go over bumps". "well, yeah" I 
replied. 

Here are the pictures I took today. The right fork came apart pretty much the 
same as the others. Then the fork brace broke; I didn't notice that out in the 
field. The front wheel is straight and still spins freely on the axel, so It seems 
pretty obvious that the wheel didn't see any serious force.

The bike will stay at the wrecking yard for a while. I would like to bring it 
home so I can salvage parts that others might need. Most importantly, I'd like 
to be able to add further proof to BMW that there is a serious defect that need 
to be addressed. I'm lucky I only had one night in the hospital, but I'm worried 
there will be more that are not as lucky as I am.

Internet is iffy here, so when I get back to the states I'll try to follow some of 
the other links in this thread. 

p.s. LostInTheDirt, I'm glad your wife didn't go with you on your trip. hope the 
rest of your trip goes well.

$WWDFKHG�,PDJHV
�
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$UH�\RX�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�ILOH�DQ�1+76$�UHSRUW�OLNH�5HG�%DURQHVV�
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